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Aldermen, Majeſtrates and Officers ; 


of the Military Force in this ; 
City of LONDON, and County 
| of MIDDLESEX, © 


for you to receive, and inpatience to conſider. 


E N and Brethren, in the fear of the Lord 
M I beſeech you, every one of you to walk 
humbly .in the places wherein you are ſet, 
and alſo warn you that you-beware of pul- 
ling T-zocent blood on your own heads, though ſome 
of you with the Jews may not matter it, iÞ-ozxr blood 
ſhould be on you and your children, Yet know this, it ye 
ſhed it or cauſe it to be ſhed, itwill prove a burthen 
heavie for you to bear, even as the innocent blood 
of Jeſas proveda burthen heavy for the Jews,though 
they in haſte cried out, his blaod be on us and our chil- 
dren, IT write unto you Magiſtrates that yeu may 
conlider,though Naboth was put to death by thecom- 
mandment of Jeſabel,yet 4hab leaving Vier ſo care» 
leſly, that his Wife could come at it, though 4hab 
himſelf lay. upon his bed, yet the blood of Nabeth was-. 
laid to Abab's charges and withal knowhis, that we 
dare nor part with the Inheritance which the.Lord 


giveth us, though with Naboth we ſhould beſtoned Bp 
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Therefore 6h ye Magiſtrates, was not the Jate 
made Law againſt us,who in ſcorn are calied Quakers, 
enough, but do you now leave your ſeals ſo carelef- +; 
ly that others may take them, and ſend Souldiers 
into our peaceable meetings to abuſe us by bruiſing - 


ſome of our bodies, to the jecpardy of ſome of our 
lives, 


"Therefore oh yc Rulers know this, that ye ought > 
to bear the Sword of Juſtice, and not to bear it in 


vain, but to ſee that it be born for the puniſhment 
of cvil doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
well. And 1 write unto you Officers of the Milita- 
ry Force, that you may conſider, though Uriah was 


put in the Front of the battel by 7eab, and {lain by 


the iword of the Children of Ammor, yet his blood 


was Jaid to Davids charge; Therefore know this, * 


that it the'Souldiers whom you ſend,ſhed our blood, * 


though the guilt will lite upon them, yet it will alfo 
be laid to your charge: Therefore I warn you ir 
the tear of the Lord to take heed that ye bring not 
{wift deſtruction upon your ſelves, for we are a peo- 
ple that expect deliverance only from the Lord, for 
I denie all that confidence that truſteth 1n a carnal 
weapen, for our truſt is only in the Lord God, and 
how can we but Worſhip him» who hath delivered us 
out of ſo many dangers, which hath attended us; 
Yea though we ſhould with Daxiel be thrown into 
the Lions Den, yet we mult ſerve the Lord becauſe 
we know that it 1s better to ſerve him, then to £nJoy 


the pleafures of fin for a ſeaſon ; and ſome of thoſe * 


great abuſes I would lay before you which of late 


have been done unto us, defiring you to beware of 


abuſing the Innocent, for ſurely my ſoul believeth 
hat the Lord will plead our cauſe and deliver us 
rom the hand of the oppreſlor. Upon 
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Upon the firſt day of this week we being peacably 
met together in the fear of the Lord, waiting upon 
him to do his will in that meaſure of his Grace which 
he hath beſtowed upon vs, out of the great love that 
he hath to the Sons of men, There came in one like 
anto a man, but in the actions of Fury more like 4 
bear robbed of her whelps, paſſing through the body of 
the people, laying about him with ſuch a weapon, 
that merciful men would be loath to ſtrike Doges 
with, and ſome Souldiers following him ſhufting us 
to and froas if we had been the moſt contemptible 
of all creatures, throwing ſome out into the wire 
and dirt, one being wounded, many receiving heavy 
blows, which-may be to the hazard of their lives,my 
ſelf being a ſpectator of ſome of thoſe things, not 
being aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriff, becauſe it 1s 
the power of God unto falvation to every ons that be- 
lieveth, And allo conſider how many of us have been 
put into #aſty priſons amonglt zoyſom ſtinks, many of 
the harmletle Servants of the Lord have gone out of 
Newgate lick in the time of this late impriſonment, 
eight of which have died, being taken away from the 
evilto come, nevertheleſle that will not clear thoſe 
that cauſed them to be put in priſon 5 and now in- 
ſtead of carrying us to priſon to die there, Souldiers 
comes to our meetings to beat us and bruiſe us, near 
murthering of ſome of us, none of you having any 
Juſt thing againſt us, but as concerning the Worthip 
of our God ; even as the Rulers of old had hams © 
Daniel, and the Jews againſt Pal, But as it was ever 
lo it is now, | The ſeed of the bond woman peyſecutes the 
ſeed of the free womans. But I commit our cauſe to 
him that judgeth righreoully, defiring witk my foul, 
it it be the Lords will, that the worſt of our perſecut- 
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tors, oven thoſe that are poſting head-long towards 
Damaſcysmay meet with that voice in the way,which 
might make them to know, it #5 hard for them to kick 


againſt the pricks. And having written ſomething of 


what hath been done unto us, now I would defire to 
know, how vice is beaten down; Have the Stageplayers 
liberty to Acttheir Playes,or are they hindred ? Have 
the Bear-baiters liberty to make a ſhew of the Crea- 
tures that were created for the uſe of man to be re- 
ceived with thankſgiving, or are they baniſhe from 
the City ? Are the Ba/lad-fingers inging Ballads up 
and down the Streets, or are they reſtrained? Are 
the Monntebarncks,the Juglers, the Morriſ-dancers ſuf- 
fered to Act their Tragedies; or are they not ?' Are 
the Drankards,Swearers and Lyers lying inthe Taverys 
and Ale-houſes 1n their drunkennefle, while ſober 
people are kept in Goals ? Is not this the time that 
1s ſpoken of, bccauſe of Tniquity the Land mourns ? 
And now oh ye Rulers come tet us reaſon toge- 
ther, what have we done, or what would you have 
us todo? Who have we wranged, or whom have 
we defrauded, whole Ox or whoſe Aſs have we ta- 
ken? Have weraijed any Rebellion againft the King, 


that we ſhould be thus perſccuted? Nay, nay, we © 


abhor defraud and all ſuch things, we own true obe- 


dience, either 4@ive 0: Paſſive, what we cannot for © 


Conſcience ſake towards God perform in A#ive O- 
bedience, we are made willing to ſuffer as the Lord 
ſhall enable vs in Paſſzve Obedience, till the Lord 
deliver us, for our truſt is not in the Arm of fleſh, but in 
th: Living God; But here is the reaſon thatwe are 
perſecuted, becauſe the Lord hath called us to follow 
him, becauſe we dare not joyn with ickedneſs, be- 
cauſe wedarenotrun into the ſame exceſs of riot as 0: 
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thersdo.,-and as we have = our ſelves in "times 
paſt; Therefore as it is written, we are killed all the 
day long, we are counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter : And 
now conſider ſeriouſly with that of God in your 
{elvgs,and ſee what ye think it is that we thus ſuffer 
for, fer if our hope were ozly in this life we were of all 
mean moſt miſerable, for how hasmany of us left our 
native. Countries, ſome leaving their Wives and 
Children, and travaiied into ſtrange lands, receiving 
when they have come there Tmpriſoument, or Whip- 
ping, Or Fanijoment, yea ſome has been put to death, 
and what has it been for, but for the ſake of that Life 
Twmorial, which no man could take from them 3 
And what isit that we keep up our Meetings for, 
when ſome of us are haled 70 Priſor, ſome cruelly 
beaicr, ſome 1n jeopardy of our lives > what is it we 
war for, isit © an earthly Kingdome, is it earthly 
riches, honour or preferment ? Nay, nay. it is for 
that life /zzmortal, it is for that treaſure which will 
never corrupt, ad the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal; T herefore take counſel of Gamalzel, that ju- 
ditious Lawyer, and let us alone leaſt ye be found 
fighters againſt God,and allo confider what Spirit that 
15 that perſecutes,. and how it differs from that {pirit 
that gave forth the Scriptures of Truth. - Ceaizmur= 
thered his Brother Abe//, and if } ſhonld declare, 
through the Scriptures, and through the perfecuti- 
ons of the Chriſtians unto this'day , 1 might make a 
large deſcription of that ſpirit of Caizr which bath 
been perſecuting the true Abe/ls in many Generatt- 
ons, and ſuppoſe that we were Hereticks, as it may 
be ſome of you may deem us to be:3: Yet conlider 
that to-murder an Heretick, were:the way to caſt 
him into Hel/ z and ſee how this. is: contrary 
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rv to the Apoſtles Doctrine; where he ſaies in meek- | 


re/s inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God per- * 


adventure will give them repentance to the acknowledge. 


ing of the Truth, 2. Tim. 2. chap. and in the 4th, 


chapter of the fame Epiltle, it is ſaid, reprove, rebuke, | 


exÞhort with all long ſuffering and do@rine, (ma rk) with 
all eng ſuffering. And many examples I might bring 
out of the Scriptures to prove, that that ſpirit that 
leeks to deſtroy mens lives is the ſpirit of Aztichris?, 
not of Chriſt, who came to deſtroy ſand to ſave the 


life; But if nothing will ſatisfie you but our blood, 
. fill ye up the meaſure of your Fathers, that ye may have 
: blood to drink, and that we may fill up that which is be- 

bind of the ſufferings of our forefathers, and of the ſuſfer- 


7ngs of Chriſt in our fleſh. for his bodies ſake, whichis the 
Church 5 And now ſee what is it that ye thus purſue, 
what am lor what are we, are not. we the weakeſt 
of a}l men, that is to ſay of our ſelves, for we are 
made low jn our own thoughts,and contemptible in 
Our own eFes, that the power of the Lord alone may 
be exalted in us, for by the grace of God we are what 
we are, it 1s not of our ſelves,it is the gift of God,and 


to lim onlyI do commit our cauſe, for we have + 
none other to fight for us, but only the Lord, who a- ! 
tone by the right arm of his power hath made thous *: 
ſands willing this day,l do believe,in Exgland, rather 
to have their outward Tavernacles of fleſh torn in pieces '- 
then to yeld tothat wil of man that is contraryto the 
righteous Law of God, for we know that the utmoſt :- 
of your power is but to kill the body, and then you *: 
can do no more; Therefore hath the Lord brought 
us into the pure fear of him that can both kill and Z 
caſt into hell 3 and theſethings dol lay before you, Þ 
tatyemay take heed of pulling innocent blood up- Þ 
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FF, | 
on your own heads, for the Lord hath made mea 
plain man, and in plainneſsT write unto you, and I 
leave what [I have here written to that of God in 
you,and in all people to ſee whether the Magiſtrates 
{word be not, or be born in vain this day in Ezg- 
land. 


The 24. of the 7th. By one that is a true lover of all 
month called . your ſouls, being known a- 
September, mong ft men by the name of 
1662, 
Hymphrey Breweſter. 
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